September 2018

Dear President Tusk, 
Dear President Juncker,
Dear First Vice-President Timmermans,

The future of Europe will depend on attitudes of ordinary citizens. These attitudes will determine what kind of policies are possible in Brussels and decide about the survival of the European project. In recent months numerous actors have called on the Union to establish an instrument supporting Civil Society Organizations promoting European values (enshrined in Article 2 of the EU Treaty) at the local, national and transnational level. This decentralized empowerment of the pro-European majority of citizens could become one of the most effective countermeasures of the Union against the erosion of its values.

The call was supported in January 2018 by an Appeal of 80 NGOs and CSO networks from 22 EU countries and by the European Parliament in its Resolution on a “European Values Instrument” of 14 April 2018.

The “Rights and Values Programme”, proposed by the Commission, in response to this call combines an excellent problem diagnosis with disappointing substance. In its current form, the Programme has as good as no chance to have a meaningful impact on protecting European values, because:
· Its scope shuts out from funding NGOs which promote European values of Article 2 not falling under specific EU legislation, as well as NGOs on the local and national level
· Its rules of access effectively shut out the vast majority of grassroots organizations due to restrictive eligibility, co-funding, application and reporting criteria

· Its budget of 641 million Euros is not only insufficient given the scale of the challenge to European values, but will also be spread over a vast range of beneficiaries, including governments, firms, third countries and international organizations. Just 47 million Euros have been earmarked for NGOs from EU member states. These sums, divided by 27 member states and 7 years, cannot make any substantial difference.
Therefore we call on the EU institutions to amend this proposal along the lines of the Resolution of the European Parliament on the “European Values Instrument” (14 April 2018) and the Appeal of cross-European NGOs and CSO networks (January 2018).

First, to become an effective instrument for promoting and protecting European values, the “Rights and Values Programme” should foresee a broader scope, encompassing NGOs working on the promotion of European values of Article 2 of the EU Treaty at the local, national and transnational levels. 
Secondly, its rules of access should be maximally simplified, so that even smaller grassroots organizations get a realistic chance to apply. This could be done by applying the new Financial Regulation with the goal of maximizing accessibility, and by considering the use of re-granting schemes such as the NGO programmes of EEA/Norway Grants.
Finally, we recommend a simple rule regarding the budget: the EU should spend on value-promotion inside the Union as much as its spends on this goal in third countries. This implies an overall budget of the “Rights and Values Programme” of 1.4 to 2 billion Euros over 7 years. Moreover, a substantial part of this sum should be devoted for supporting Civil Society Organizations.
In view of deeply concerning political trends, the upcoming Multiannual Financial Framework may represent the last chance to make such a serious investment in upholding core European values. 
Therefore we count on your support.

Yours sincerely,

[List of NGO signatories]
Stefan Batory Foundation
